
	

Journalism	101	
	
Fundamental	Journalism:	Research	and	ask	relevant	questions.		
	
For	example,	before	 conducting	an	 interview,	 it	 is	axiomatic	 to	 research	 the	 interviewee.		
The	reporter	who	interviewed	Gore	should	have	known	that	Gore	was	an	attorney	and	he	
had	 been	 a	 long	 time	 attorney	 in	Mississippi.	 The	 interviewer	 should	 have	 fundamental	
background	 knowledge.	 For	 example,	 a	 reporter,	 even	 one	 in	 training,	 should	 know	 that	
attorneys	are	licensed	state	by	state.	Therefore,	the	reporter,	at	the	very	least,	should	have	
isited	the	Florida	Bar	website	to	see	if	Mississippi	attorney	Gore	was	licensed	in	Florida.	It	

ed	atto 	Florida.	
v
would	have	taken	a	minute	to	learn	that	he	is	not	listed	as	a	licens rney	in
	
Google:	Florida	Bar.	And	you’ll	get	the	top	entry:	Find	a	Lawyer	search	‐	The	Florida	Bar.	
lick	 on	 that	 hot	 link	 and	 be	 taken	 immediately	 to	

idabar.org/names.nsf/MESearchD
C
http://www.flor K?OpenForm	
	
ou	are	now	at	“Find	a	Lawyer	‐	Simple	Search.”		Type	in	Lee	Gore	and	find	he’s	not	listed	Y
as	a	licensed	attorney	in	Florida.		
	
ow,	the	reporter	is	armed	to	ask	questions	instead	of	the	interviewee	leading	the	reporter	N

around	by	the	nose.		
	
Here’s	 what	 happens	 when	 the	 reporter	 doesn’t	 do	 simple	 research.	 S/he	 misses	 an	
opportunity	to	ask	relevant	questions	about	Gore	not	having	a	license	to	practice	in	Florida.	
What	 he	 intends	 to	 do	 about	 it?	 The	 reporter	 would	 also	 have	 been	 prepared	 to	 ask	
President	 Bense	 if	 she	was	 aware	 that	 Gore	 didn’t	 have	 a	 Florida	 license.	Was	 there	 no	
other	 candidate	who	 applied	 to	 be	General	 Counsel	 and	who	was	 licensed	 to	 practice	 in	
Florida?	 After	 all,	 isn’t	 it	 true	 that	 there	 is	 an	 oversupply	 of	 attorneys?	 A	 failure	 of	 the	
reporter	to	do	simple	research	and	be	prepared	to	ask	fundamental	questions	might	just	as	
ell	 be	 paid	 by	 Gore	 and	 Bense	 to	 write	 public	 relations	 blather	 to	 feed	 unsuspecting	w

readers.		
	
Here	is the	actual	report:		

	
New	general	counsel	brings	new	perspective	to	UWF	
	
Posted	on	31	October	2011.	Tags:	Lee	Gore,	UWF	staff	
	
The	University	of	West	Florida	has	added	a	new	staff	member.		Lee	Gore	is	now	the	
ew	general	counsel	for	UWF	and	has	been	settling	into	his	new	office	over	the	past	
eek.	
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Gore,	 who	 is	 from	 Hattiesburg,	 Miss.,	 was	 the	 university	 counsel	 for	 the	
University	 of	 Southern	 Mississippi	 for	 the	 past	 30	 years.		 He	 retired	 a	 few	

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=florida%20bar%20member%20search&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridabar.org%2Fnames.nsf%2FMESearchDK%3FOpenForm&ei=hEDnUdjjGIeu9AT-9oDIBw&usg=AFQjCNHOf7VJoXwVdX2BA9oRtOdznZTu1g&sig2=J6nkdQezdg5OSOQVB0xeFA&bvm=bv.49478099,d.eWU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=florida%20bar%20member%20search&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridabar.org%2Fnames.nsf%2FMESearchDK%3FOpenForm&ei=hEDnUdjjGIeu9AT-9oDIBw&usg=AFQjCNHOf7VJoXwVdX2BA9oRtOdznZTu1g&sig2=J6nkdQezdg5OSOQVB0xeFA&bvm=bv.49478099,d.eWU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=florida%20bar%20member%20search&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridabar.org%2Fnames.nsf%2FMESearchDK%3FOpenForm&ei=hEDnUdjjGIeu9AT-9oDIBw&usg=AFQjCNHOf7VJoXwVdX2BA9oRtOdznZTu1g&sig2=J6nkdQezdg5OSOQVB0xeFA&bvm=bv.49478099,d.eWU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=florida%20bar%20member%20search&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridabar.org%2Fnames.nsf%2FMESearchDK%3FOpenForm&ei=hEDnUdjjGIeu9AT-9oDIBw&usg=AFQjCNHOf7VJoXwVdX2BA9oRtOdznZTu1g&sig2=J6nkdQezdg5OSOQVB0xeFA&bvm=bv.49478099,d.eWU
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=florida%20bar%20member%20search&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridabar.org%2Fnames.nsf%2FMESearchDK%3FOpenForm&ei=hEDnUdjjGIeu9AT-9oDIBw&usg=AFQjCNHOf7VJoXwVdX2BA9oRtOdznZTu1g&sig2=J6nkdQezdg5OSOQVB0xeFA&bvm=bv.49478099,d.eWU
http://www.thevoyager.net/tag/lee-gore/


months	ago	and	decided	to	give	UWF	a	shot.	

I	think	it’s	great,”	he	said.		“The	university	is	poised	to	grow	quite	a	bit	in	the	next	
ew	years.”	
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Gore	 grew	 up	 in	 Marks,	 Miss.,	 and	 moved	 to	 Hattiesburg	 to	 study	 at	 the	
University	 of	 Southern	 Mississippi.		 He	 then	 went	 to	 law	 school	 at	 the	
niversity	of	Mississippi.	He	said	he	had	wanted	to	be	a	lawyer	for	a	long	time	U

and	he	even	had	his	own	private	practice	after	graduating.	
	
He	 was	 a	 professor	 of	 accounting	 at	 Southern	 Miss,	 but	 he	 wanted	 to	 practice	
aw.		When	the	opportunity	to	become	the	university	counsel	at	the	school	opened	
p,	he	took	it.	
l
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eneral	 counsel	means	 university	 attorney.		 Gore	 will	 take	 over	 any	 legal	
ssues	UWF	becomes	involved	in.	

e	said	he	is	not	a	specialist	in	any	specific	area	and	will	practice	general	law	at	H
UWF,	giving	legal	advice	and	looking	over	education	legislation.	
	
ore	said	he	felt	he	moved	as	far	up	as	he	could	in	the	ranks	at	USM,	but	felt	that	he	G
wanted	to	continue	practicing	law.	
	
He	also	said	he	is	impressed	with	UWF.		He	said	that	with	any	growing	school	“you	
ave	to	build	a	good	teaching	faculty.”	UWF	has	done	so	and	continues	to	do	so,	he	h
added.	

e	seems	to	have	made	quite	an	impression	on	his	new	colleagues	at	UWF.	
	
H
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resident	Judy	Bense	spoke	highly	of	Gore	and	his	experience.	

“We	are	delighted	to	have	Mr.	Gore	join	the	UWF	team.	He	brings	a	wealth	of	
xperience	and	expertise	in	the	legal	field,”	she	said.	“He	really	hit	the	ground	

	
e
running	and	I	look	forward	to	his	many	accomplishments.”

	i uilding	10	and	his	office	hours	vary.	
	
Gore’s	office s	located	in	B
	

Staff	Writer		Josh	Cooper 
 
Emphasis	added.)	(

 
	


